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Introduction

Rounds 7 and 8 of the 2010 Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Championship
were staged on Saturday, 31% July. All the action took place on the spectacular
2.692 mile International Circuit at Oulton Park.

The schedule comprised of a single 20 minute combined qualifying session with the
contenders then separated out into Post-89 and Pre-90 categories with each having
one race of 20 minutes followed by another of 15. Qualifying would decide the first
set of grids with the results of those initial contests deciding the starting order later in
day.

No less than 43 entries were received which meant 4 had to be listed as reserves

becausetheci rcui t s | i cence oonlrack agpanygmentmemedtd car s
during qualifying.

Combined Qualifying

With the weather overcast but dry everyone gathered in the assembly area ready to

be released out onto the circuit at 9 a.m. The 43 wishing to take part had reduced to
40asaresultof3 fAno dMarm Barobet texted from Spain to apologise as he'd

entered this meeting by mistake, Ryan Dignam had injured his knee playing football

(he should stick to a safe sport like motor racing!) and Rob Smith suffered a hefty off
duringtestingon Fri day. Smithods vehicle was repaire

had not recovered in time for him to take part in proceedings.

These withdrawals meant Pedro Matos was the only reserve hoping to be involved
and so Richard Hall agreed to pull into the pits early to enable the man from Portugal
to take his place out on the track.

The 20 minutes allocated for drivers to set their fastest possible laps were
interrupted roughly half-way through when Phil Bisgrove hit the Old Hall barriers and
brought out the red flags.
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Although it was the last day of July, the ambient temperature was quite cool and only
hit a maximum of 20°C during the course of the afternoon. Therefore in the

mor ni ngo6s g u aranywere strggglsgets getiheahinto their tyres. In
addition Clerk of the Course, Andy Powers, thought an oil spill might have been a
contributing factor in

Bi sgroveds acci

Despite a capacity entry
drivers reported that clear laps
were quite easy to find as
many of the cars were running
in groups.

Stuart Gough coped best with
the situation and took the
Post-89 pole despite not
venturing out following the
break for the red flag. Mike
Bennett was 4 tenths behind him closely followed by the Australian Jordan Skinner
who, in lieu of the weather that we English call Summer, planned to apply some
tweaks to his suspension before racing began.

Mike Gardner and Craig Currie rounded out a top 5 who were all within a second of
Goughos b elostahcauale d tenths separated Chris Chisnall and Martin
Short in 6™ and 7™ while John Murphy, Dougie Crosby and Simon Kinsey completed
the top 10 both overall and in the Post-89s.

Eleventh and first of the older cars was the Reynard of John Farrell who took the
Pre-90 pole by over a second from Lee Hannam.

When the red flags came out to enable the Bisgrove crash to be dealt with Richard
Hall was just about to pull into the pits as agreed to allow Pedro Matos to take his
place. Unfortunately the restarted session was cut down to 5 minutes i effectively a
single flying lap - nonetheless Matos made the most of hi s i 0 n @postumity to o
claim third on the Pre-90 grid.

Nigel Dolan would line up next to Matos with lan Parkington and Mike Stewart
making up row 3. John Wilkinson, lan Ellis, Will Alterman and Mike Mullins occupied
places 7 to 10. Bisgrove had set a time good enough to start 9" but he was unable to
do so having run out of time, spare parts and anybody in the Paddock with brazing
gear!
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Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Division
QUALIFYING - RACES 1 and 3 - CLASSIFICATION

POS MO CL NAME ENTRY TIME OM LAPS  GAP DIFF  MPH
129 &  Stuart GOUGH Ray GRIOT 1:49.048 3 4 88.87
241 B Mike BENNETT Swilt SCEGF 1:49.465 3 7 0418 D416  83.53
29 & Jordan SKINNER Ray GRE1D 1:49.608 3 7 0.553 0143 2841
462 = Mike GARDNER Wan Dlemen RFI0 1:49.768 3 & o713 016D 88.28
564 B8 Craig CURRIE Van Diemen RF31 1:49.820 3 5 o ops2  83.24
€28 & Chris CHISNALL Wan Diemen RFOD 1:50427 7 7 1078 0307 83.00
7T & Martin SHORT Van Diemen RFOD 1:50325 3 7 1278 D188 87.84
291 & John MURPHY Van Diemen RF3% 1:50.564 3 7 1515 D233 87.85
3 34 & Douglas CROSBIE Wan Diemen RFOD 13307 3 7 2258 0743 87.08

0412 & Simon KINSEY Wan Diemen RF2000 1:51.568 3 4 2513 D261 80.08
11 27 © JohnFARRELL Raynard FFag% 1:51.882 3 g 2833 0314  86.82
1222 & Jamie JARDINE Ray o7 1:52.201 2 7 352 0319 88.3%7
12 44 ¢ Lee HANNAM Reynand RFSE 1:33.47T86 =2 7 41z pavs  85.83
4 77 8  Amanda WHITAKER Switt 503 1:53286 7 7 4237 o110 8554
1318 3 Daniel WELLS Wan Diemen RF31 1:53.436 2 g 4387 0150  85.43
163 ¢ Pedro MATOS Van Diemen RF3E 1:53.823 1 1 4774 D387 85.14
1792 8  Mike DEVOY Van Diemen RF32 1:53.822 4 7 4783 opos 85.13
18 4 o Nigel DOLAN Wan Dlemen RF36 1:54.132 3 7 3083 0300 g2.91
950 € lan PARKINGTON Royale RF26 1:54.250 3 7 24 0158 84.79
20030 3 Philip AUSTIN Van Dieman RF0 1:54385 7 7 5338 ooEs 8472
21 40 0 Mike STEWART Van Diemen RF36 1:348T6 2 7 5827 D401 84.38
223 &  Adam QUARTERMAINE Wan Dlemen RF3% 1:35.363 5 & G314 D4E7T 2400
232 0 John WILKINSON Van Diemen RF36 1:55.424 2 [ 6385 op71 83.05
24 42 ¢ lanELLIS Reynand FFag 1:55.466 3 7 417 op3z  83.83
23 81 &  David GAVAN Van Diemen RF3E 1:55.587 7 7 £.548 0131 83.83
26 20 T  Phillip BISGROVE Van Diemen RF3E 1:55.724 = 4 EET5 0127 8374
27 68 C  William ALTERMAN Reynand FFaz 1:36.802 5 7 7753 1078 82.97
2810 ©  Jaap BLWLEVEN Raynard FF3E 1:57.003 4 7 Ta54 o201 g2.82
23 26 C  Mike MULLINS Van Diemen RF36 1:58205 & g AL ize 81.98
2017 ©  Andrew MACGREGOR Van Diemen RF36 1:38.4392 5 5 5.443 D2e7  81.73
2 87 ¢ James MITCHELL Wan Dieman RF3E 1538117 2 4 5.668 D225 8183
32 41 £ Neil MACGREGOR Van Diemen VDE2 1:538157 & [ 10108 0440 81.33
3396 ¢ Robin BOOTH Van Diemen RFag 1:59.834 3 4 10785 o677 8087
2451 3 lanWOOD Swilt S054 1:39.932 £ 7 10,883 00553 80.80
35 52 ©  Trevor MORGAN Van Diemen RF3E 2:00.171 5 L iz 0233 30.84
36 14 A&  Brian COOKE Wan Diemen RFOD 200328 3 3 naw 0155 8054
M T Barry THOMPSON Wan Diemen RF3E 2:00.423 2 & 11384 0107 80.47
3823 8 Richard HALL Wan Diemen RF32 2:00.530 & & 11541 0157 80.38
33 47 © Roy MACGREGOR Van Diemen RF35 2:04.869 2 3 15820 4279 .81
40 33 © David BEECHEY Jamun MES 2:08.813 5 & 17.764 io44  TEA42

Post-89 Race 1

Ashowerofrainmade Oul t ¢
twisting tarmac treacherous just as
the cars were about to head out for
the first Pre-89 encounter. There
was no time to make suspension
adjustments to accommodate the
conditions thus, although the rain
was abating, the opening lap was
completed at a tentative pace with
the exception of Jordan Skinner
who slithered wide under braking at
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Hislops and then did the same at Cascades next time round.

Having found out exactly how much grip was available the Australian harried second
placed Mike Bennett and overtook him on lap 4. By now leader Stuart Gough was
almost 3 seconds down the road and this proved to be a race-winning advantage.

As the front two Class A cars disappeared Bennett had quite a lonely run to claim the
final spot on the podium T he was also the first of the Class B runners. Mike Gardner
had completed the first tour in 4™ place but next time round he had dropped well
down the order. John Murphy held the position for much of the event but having
been reeled in by a gaggle of over
half a dozen cars, he had a spin
with a few laps remaining and
came home an unlucky 13™,

Therefore it was Chris Chisnall
who eventually finished 4"
followed by 7 cars that streamed
across the line within 5 seconds
of each other having circulated in
close company for the duration.
These were driven by Simon
Kinsey, Craig Currie, Gardner, Martin Short, Salisbury teenager Daniel Wells, Adam
Quartermaine and Jamie Jardine.

Wells and Quartermine were
debuting at the Tarporley track.
Both loved the place and plan to
return for more. The latter, who is
a regular in the Midland and
Southern series, made up 10
places from his 16™ grid slot
before a quick gyration relegated
him to 10" at the line.

Doug Crosby was 12" ahead of
Murphy while Amanda Whitaker, Mike Devoy and David Gavan were the last of
those to run the full distance.
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lan Wood and Brian Cooke both finished 1 lap down. Cooke was a regular in
Formula Fords duringt he early 198006s and enjoyed
hired from Simon Kinsey.

hi mse

Richard Hall retired to the pits at three-quarters distance while on the 8" lap Phil
Austin went straight on at Cascades. Fortunately the gravel trap did its job and
brought him to a halt less than a foot from the tyre wall. The Marshals dug his car out
after the race had ended and he was able to drive his Van Dieman back to the pits
under its own steam.

Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Division - Post 89
RACE 1 - CLASSIFICATION

POS NO CL NAME ENTRY LAPS TIME GAP DIFF MPH  BEST ON
129 A Stuart GOUGH Ray GRSO7 10 20:28.583 73.88 1:58.018 9
29 # Jordan SKINNER Ray GRK10 10 20:29.307 0724 0724 7883 157188 9
311 8 Mike BENNETT Swift SCI3F 10 20:57.544 28961 28237 7706 201626 7
428 A  Chris CHISNALL Van Diemen RFO0 10 21:06.142 37559 8598 7654 157879 8
512 A Simon KINSEY Van Diemen RF2000 10 21:09.578  40.995 3436 7633 15901 8
664 B Craig CURRIE Van Diemen RF91 10 21:10.541  41.958 0963 7627 1:59077 &
762 8 Mike GARDNER Van Diemen RF90 10 21:10.822 42239 0281 7626  1:59.2861 i)
87 A  Martin SHORT Van Diemen RFO0 10 21:11.040 42457 0218 7624 2:00230 &8
918 B Daniel WELLS Van Diemen RF91 10 21:13.488 44905 2448 76.10 200917 8

105 & Adam QUARTERMAINE Van Diemen RF99 10 21:13.620  45.037 0132 7609 157969 6
1122 & Jamie JARDINE Ray 07 10 21:14.168  45.585 0546 7605 158522 &
12 54 A Douglas CROSBIE Van Diemen RFO0 10 21:22.196  53.613 8028 7558 200066 &
1391 A John MURPHY Van Diemen RF99 10 21:28.516 59.933 6320 7521 202556 7
1477 B Amanda WHITAKER Swift SC93 10 21-:60.234 1:21.651 21718 7396 2:02%10 @&
1592 B Mike DEVOY Van Diemen RF92 10 22:19.275 1:50.692 29041 7236 207141 8
16 81 A David GAVAN Van Diemen RF96 10 22:20.801 1:52.218 15626 7227 206658 8
17 51 B lan WOOD Swift SC94 9 20:49.585 1lap 1lap 6980 211522 7
18 14 A Brian COOKE Van Diemen RFO0 9 21:01.531 1lap 11946 6913 2112755 8
NOT CLASSIFIED
DNC 23 B8 Richard HALL Van Diemen RF92 7 21:07.464 3laps 2laps 5352 220336 6
DNF 90 B Philip AUSTIN Van Dieman RFS0 3 6:47.143 Tlaps 4laps 7140 211750 3
FASTEST LAP
9 A Jordan SKINNER Ray GRK10 9 1:57.188 82.69 mph 133.09 kph
64 8 Craig CURRIE Van Diemen RF91 8 1:69.077 81.38 mph 130.97 kph

Pre-90 Race 1

The track was still very damp at the end of the first Post-89 contest so the Pre-90
combatants headed to the assembly area with wet set-ups. By the time an
intervening Scottish Mini Cooper event had completed (this included a lengthy Safety
Car period) the tarmac was just about dry prompting a hasty amount of refettling by
the Formula Fordsters to convert their suspensions back to their original
specification.
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Right from the outset there were
fireworks with a coming together
between Nigel Dolan and Pedro
Matos putting the latter into
retirement and Dolan down to 5"
at the end of the opening lap. Out
front John Farrell was leading
under pressure from Lee
Hannam. Dolan put his head
down and charged past Mike
Stewart and lan Parkington. By
lap 5 he was third and looking to
gain further positions.

With Hannam now fending off Dolan, Farrell was able to ease away and was several
seconds to the good when Dolan moved up to second place on lap 7. This
manoeuvre was made just in the nick of time as the race was neutralised soon
afterwards by the Safety Car. This was deployed to allow the Marshals to attend to
an incident at Brittens.

Stewart and Parkington had collided on the exit
of this chicane which was put in to prevent cars
getting airborne as they crested Hilltop.
Parkington was able to get his Class E Royale
parked on the grass next to the barriers but

St e waClass® &/an Dieman was beached on
the kerbs in a dangerous location.

Unfortunately, before the wreckage could be
cleared the 20 minutes were over and the race
ended under yellows with Farrell, Dolan and
Hannam occupying the 3 steps of the podium.
Farrell and Dolan won Classes C and D
respectively.

Thanks to Stewart and Parkington failing to finish

Jaap Blijleven inherited fourth having moved up

impressively from an 11™ grid slot. Before the

Safety Car appeared the Dutchman had been

embroiled in a ferocious tussle with lan Ellis and Will Alterman.
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