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Introduction 

Rounds 7 and 8 of the 2010 Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Championship 

were staged on Saturday, 31st July. All the action took place on the spectacular 

2.692 mile International Circuit at Oulton Park. 

The schedule comprised of a single 20 minute combined qualifying session with the 

contenders then separated out into Post-89 and Pre-90 categories with each having 

one race of 20 minutes followed by another of 15. Qualifying would decide the first 

set of grids with the results of those initial contests deciding the starting order later in 

day. 

No less than 43 entries were received which meant 4 had to be listed as reserves 

because the circuitôs licence only permits 39 cars to be on track at any given moment 

during qualifying. 

 

Combined Qualifying 

With the weather overcast but dry everyone gathered in the assembly area ready to 

be released out onto the circuit at 9 a.m. The 43 wishing to take part had reduced to 

40 as a result of 3 ñno showsò. Mario Sarchet texted from Spain to apologise as he'd 

entered this meeting by mistake, Ryan Dignam had injured his knee playing football 

(he should stick to a safe sport like motor racing!) and Rob Smith suffered a hefty off 

during testing on Friday. Smithôs vehicle was repaired overnight but the driverôs leg 

had not recovered in time for him to take part in proceedings. 

These withdrawals meant Pedro Matos was the only reserve hoping to be involved 

and so Richard Hall agreed to pull into the pits early to enable the man from Portugal 

to take his place out on the track. 

The 20 minutes allocated for drivers to set their fastest possible laps were 

interrupted roughly half-way through when Phil Bisgrove hit the Old Hall barriers and 

brought out the red flags. 
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Although it was the last day of July, the ambient temperature was quite cool and only 

hit a maximum of 20oC during the course of the afternoon. Therefore in the 

morningôs qualifying session many were struggling to get heat into their tyres. In 

addition Clerk of the Course, Andy Powers, thought an oil spill might have been a 

contributing factor in 

Bisgroveôs accident. 

Despite a capacity entry 

drivers reported that clear laps 

were quite easy to find as 

many of the cars were running 

in groups. 

Stuart Gough coped best with 

the situation and took the 

Post-89 pole despite not 

venturing out following the 

break for the red flag. Mike 

Bennett was 4 tenths behind him closely followed by the Australian Jordan Skinner 

who, in lieu of the weather that we English call Summer, planned to apply some 

tweaks to his suspension before racing began. 

Mike Gardner and Craig Currie rounded out a top 5 who were all within a second of 

Goughôs benchmark. Just a couple of tenths separated Chris Chisnall and Martin 

Short in 6th and 7th while John Murphy, Dougie Crosby and Simon Kinsey completed 

the top 10 both overall and in the Post-89s. 

Eleventh and first of the older cars was the Reynard of John Farrell who took the 

Pre-90 pole by over a second from Lee Hannam. 

When the red flags came out to enable the Bisgrove crash to be dealt with Richard 

Hall was just about to pull into the pits as agreed to allow Pedro Matos to take his 

place. Unfortunately the restarted session was cut down to 5 minutes ï effectively a 

single flying lap - nonetheless Matos made the most of his ñone shotò opportunity to 

claim third on the Pre-90 grid. 

Nigel Dolan would line up next to Matos with Ian Parkington and Mike Stewart 

making up row 3. John Wilkinson, Ian Ellis, Will Alterman and Mike Mullins occupied 

places 7 to 10. Bisgrove had set a time good enough to start 9th but he was unable to 

do so having run out of time, spare parts and anybody in the Paddock with brazing 

gear! 
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Post-89 Race 1 

A shower of rain made Oultonôs 

twisting tarmac treacherous just as 

the cars were about to head out for 

the first Pre-89 encounter. There 

was no time to make suspension 

adjustments to accommodate the 

conditions thus, although the rain 

was abating, the opening lap was 

completed at a tentative pace with 

the exception of Jordan Skinner 

who slithered wide under braking at 
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Hislops and then did the same at Cascades next time round. 

Having found out exactly how much grip was available the Australian harried second 

placed Mike Bennett and overtook him on lap 4. By now leader Stuart Gough was 

almost 3 seconds down the road and this proved to be a race-winning advantage. 

As the front two Class A cars disappeared Bennett had quite a lonely run to claim the 

final spot on the podium ï he was also the first of the Class B runners. Mike Gardner 

had completed the first tour in 4th place but next time round he had dropped well 

down the order. John Murphy held the position for much of the event but having 

been reeled in by a gaggle of over 

half a dozen cars, he had a spin 

with a few laps remaining and 

came home an unlucky 13th. 

Therefore it was Chris Chisnall 

who eventually finished 4th 

followed by 7 cars that streamed 

across the line within 5 seconds 

of each other having circulated in 

close company for the duration. 

These were driven by Simon 

Kinsey, Craig Currie, Gardner, Martin Short, Salisbury teenager Daniel Wells, Adam 

Quartermaine and Jamie Jardine. 

Wells and Quartermine were 

debuting at the Tarporley track. 

Both loved the place and plan to 

return for more. The latter, who is 

a regular in the Midland and 

Southern series, made up 10 

places from his 16th grid slot 

before a quick gyration relegated 

him to 10th at the line. 

Doug Crosby was 12th ahead of 

Murphy while Amanda Whitaker, Mike Devoy and David Gavan were the last of 

those to run the full distance.  
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Ian Wood and Brian Cooke both finished 1 lap down. Cooke was a regular in 

Formula Fords during the early 1980ôs and enjoyed himself in a Van Dieman he had 

hired from Simon Kinsey. 

Richard Hall retired to the pits at three-quarters distance while on the 8th lap Phil 

Austin went straight on at Cascades. Fortunately the gravel trap did its job and 

brought him to a halt less than a foot from the tyre wall. The Marshals dug his car out 

after the race had ended and he was able to drive his Van Dieman back to the pits 

under its own steam. 

 

 

Pre-90 Race 1 

The track was still very damp at the end of the first Post-89 contest so the Pre-90 

combatants headed to the assembly area with wet set-ups. By the time an 

intervening Scottish Mini Cooper event had completed (this included a lengthy Safety 

Car period) the tarmac was just about dry prompting a hasty amount of refettling by 

the Formula Fordsters to convert their suspensions back to their original 

specification. 
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Right from the outset there were 

fireworks with a coming together 

between Nigel Dolan and Pedro 

Matos putting the latter into 

retirement and Dolan down to 5th 

at the end of the opening lap. Out 

front John Farrell was leading 

under pressure from Lee 

Hannam. Dolan put his head 

down and charged past Mike 

Stewart and Ian Parkington. By 

lap 5 he was third and looking to 

gain further positions. 

With Hannam now fending off Dolan, Farrell was able to ease away and was several 

seconds to the good when Dolan moved up to second place on lap 7. This 

manoeuvre was made just in the nick of time as the race was neutralised soon 

afterwards by the Safety Car. This was deployed to allow the Marshals to attend to 

an incident at Brittens. 

Stewart and Parkington had collided on the exit 

of this chicane which was put in to prevent cars 

getting airborne as they crested Hilltop. 

Parkington was able to get his Class E Royale 

parked on the grass next to the barriers but 

Stewartôs Class D Van Dieman was beached on 

the kerbs in a dangerous location. 

Unfortunately, before the wreckage could be 

cleared the 20 minutes were over and the race 

ended under yellows with Farrell, Dolan and 

Hannam occupying the 3 steps of the podium. 

Farrell and Dolan won Classes C and D 

respectively. 

Thanks to Stewart and Parkington failing to finish 

Jaap Blijleven inherited fourth having moved up 

impressively from an 11th grid slot. Before the 

Safety Car appeared the Dutchman had been 

embroiled in a ferocious tussle with Ian Ellis and Will Alterman. 


