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FROM A DREAM TO REALITY…THE MEMORIES OF OULTON PARK 

 

From Oulton’s humble beginnings the circuit has thrived past any of the original shareholders expectations. For any racing enthusiast 

there is a special atmosphere at Oulton Park, and it’s this I wanted to recreate in a few chapters of print. Like many people, I missed 

what is considered to be Oulton’s golden era of racing between 1953-1973 and I decided to concentrate on re-creating those hard 

fought battles, not to mention racing with the trees lining the trackside!  

 

The book contains historical background to the site and the fact that tragedy had to take place for the circuit to have been created. The 

1950’s section is Oulton’s beginning and reflective of people’s post-war attitude towards engineering development and dangerous 

sports. Whereas the 1960’s opened with new pit facilities, new designs of the E-type Jaguar and Norton’s were still a bike of choice. By 

the end we were watching F5000’s new track management and dominant Japanese bikes. This was for many the era of change and 

quiet rightly takes up a great deal of book.  

The Oulton Park story is documented and supported by original timesheets, incident reports, interviews from the likes of Stirling Moss 

and Jackie Stewart. Around 30 interviews were written down for the book with many informal interviews with Oulton staff, volunteers, 

fans, racers and shareholders used as background information. Other sources include newspaper reports, books, bulletins and 

magazines articles. It’s interesting to me that as part of the research of this book, people didn’t talk about Oulton’s fact and figures but 

the fun they had, their memories either good or bad and the hope for the future.  
I’m hoping to do a book review for you in the next newsletter 
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Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says  
[No, really?]  
 
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  
[Now that©s taking things a bit far!]  
 
Is There a Ring of Debris around Uranus?  
[Not if I wipe thoroughly!]  
 
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  
[What a guy!]  
 
Miners Refuse to Work after Death  
[No-good-for-nothing' lazy so-and-so!]  
 
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant  
[See if that works any better than a fair trial!]  
 
War Dims Hope for Peace  
[I can see where it might have that effect!]  
 
If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile  
[You think?]  
 
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  
[Who would have thought!]  
 
Enfield (London) Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide  
[They may be on to something!]  
 
 
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  
[You mean there's something stronger than duct tape?]  
 
Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Battery Charge  
[he probably IS the battery charge!]  
 
New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group  
[Weren't they fat enough?]  
 
Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft  
[That's what he gets for eating those beans!]  



 
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half  
[Chainsaw Massacre all over again!]  
 
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors  
[Boy, are they tall!]  
 
And the winner is....  
 
TYPHOON RIPS THROUGH CEMETERY; HUNDREDS DEAD  
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And Lee Chatburn {and various others who used his camera when he couldn’t stand up} 
lee.chatburn@blueyonder.co.uk 07789 996064 
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